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The World Music Forum gathered over 250 participants from 52 different countries around the 
world to Tallinn, Estonia during the last week of September. The theme of this conference was 
Music and Social change. It featured several plenary sessions with keynote speakers and lots of 
parallel programs. Different aspects of the musical world, from professional to amateur activity, all 
genres included, were covered in these sessions, presenting the vast and prolific nature of 
musical phenomena. The focus was on how social changes in our society have had an impact on 
the way music is perceived and vice versa. How can music contribute to the wellbeing of even 
larger groups of people, in developing countries and in challenging social situations? 
 
On behalf of EVTA, I was invited to present our LEO 2 project Digital Resources in Vocal 
Pedagogy representing the EVTA, together with Stéphane Grosclaude from AFPC France. We 
gave our presentation to a roomful of interested colleagues who afterwards also engaged in a 
keen discussion about the importance of singing. 
 
It was also valuable for me as the new president-elect to network with these international 
colleagues. A special joy was to get to acquainted with Prof. Rowena Cowley,  who is  in charge 
of the planning of the next International Congress of Voice Teachers ICVT8 in Brisbane, 
Australia. 
 
The Forum was organized by the European Music Council (EMC) and the International Music 
Council (IMC). The EVTA is so far not their member but perhaps in the future, in the name of the 
ever-growing importance of networking. Quoting the President of the IMC Frans de Ruiter of the 
Netherlands: ”Changes in society change music, but music can also change society, or at least 
encourage or enhance change; or inhibit and prevent change.”                                     
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